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c/pto IS rar/ty — he manages to earn his keep

By VIRGINIA NIXON
of The Gazette

Chances are you haven't
his highly polished semi-ab-
stract bronze sculptures.

But while Schimanszky has
yet to achieve the recognition
he seeks, he's accomplished
sometiiing most other artists
haven't. He's supporting
himself from his art.

How has he been able to do
this? Most sculptors, with
the exception of an estab-
lished senior non-experimen-
tal handful including Jordi
Bonet, Esther Wertheimer
and Kietf, either follow dual
careers or suffer penury be-
tween grants and rare sales is
no miracle.

It's a matter of salesman-
ships, aided by the fact Schi-
manszky's forte, the gleam-
ing polished surface of his
works, has a powerful viewer
drawing power, ‘

He's also helped '‘keep his
head above water” by de-
signing small gift items like
napkin rings and small alu-
minum figures. But he fig-
ures he’ll soon be ready to
sell this enterprise.

Schimanszky exhibits too
— this fall at London, Ont.’s
City Centre and Hawkes-
bury’s Opus Gallery — and
some of his work is in stock
at the Bernard Desroches
Gallery in Montreal.
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For instance, Schimanszky
makes a point of knowing
who's responsible for build-
Ing projects

The Cadillac-Fairview Cor-
poration commissioned an
eight-foot sculpture from

hut

him ftor the Galleries
d Anjou. This piece. like
much of his work. is a sinu-

ous semni-abstraction remini-
scent of a smooth-skinned
Henry Moore, with touches
of Jean Arp.

“On that piece I worked
with three students plus a
whole polishing crew for six
months. One night I came
home late and my wife
wouldn’t let me in. I was all
covered with bronze powder
and it had oxydized — I was
turning green!"

Abstract but not experi-
mental, at its best Schi-
manszky's work appeals
through simple harmonies of
curves and flowing lines. It's
not the stuff that draws re-
views in Artscanada. but he
has plenty of admirers.

“It's important to be dif-
ferent, to have a distinctive
style,”" he says. “But I'm not
creating according to clients’
wishes, I'm a firm believer in
my works. I would live with
them for the rest of my life.
His prices range from $400 to
$5000, dependmg on size and
complexity.

Schimanszky's schedule
“come down to timing and
contacts,” he says.
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“And if 1 make one sale |
don’t disappear. A lot ¢f
lectors have not one. but
two, three or more,  he says
His biggest collectors, he

says. are Swiss living in Can-
ada

1 think somedayv I Il have
to make a special medallion
for the Swiss!"

Schimanszky concedes his
hectic pace has its draw-
backs.

“In fact sometimes it
drives me nuts,” he savs
frankly. ““‘But I believe very
much in the personal contact
... It's a sort of excitement
for people to talk with the
artist. And I cannot afford to
let up.”

Vienna-born, he came to
Montreal in 1966. Trying his
hand at various jobs he even-
tually wound up as musician.
playing the accordian, drums
and piano. and singing too —
“‘real old Viennese songs.

Stamina obviously helps in
the kind of lifestyle Schi-
manszky leads, and he has it
now and had it then.

“Once I worked with a
band-trio till 1:30 in the
morning. Then I drove to a
restaurant downtown. put on
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